Afternoon everyone... not alot to report to you this month, so will keep this short and sweet.
Over the past month the new shade structure was completed and sun shades are going up as time allows.
Want to thank John and Keith for spear-heading the fabrication and painting effort. I know many others
were involved and we all thank you for your effort.
Chris Dellinger, one of our long time board members has now retired from flying 747’s for a living. If you
see Chris around the field give him a congratulations.
Be aware that Yolo County Health Dept. is reverting back on its mask wearing policy. We are an outdoor
activity and should be fine for now. Just be aware and considerate of others around you and their 6ft personal space. We all have different feelings and comfort levels when it comes to Covid as things are picking back up in relation to infection rates in our area. I know I mentioned it last month, but I think it bears
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mentioning again. Please be careful around the site due to how dry things are. Make sure you are getting
enough water for yourself to avoid heat related illnesses. Be aware when you are flying and super aware if
you happen to have an accident.
We have everything mowed down, but we don’t have a lot of the green out that we normally like to create
our natural fire breaks.
There is quite a bit coming up in the next 30-60 days and I would like to go over some of them.
th
 Aug 14 10am Club meeting at the flying site
st
 Aug 21 7am Work Party (This will focus on site prep for the upcoming contests)
 Sept 2-5 Wings of Victory (This is an informal make-up and the site will be open to all members)
 Sept 9-11 Helicopter Scale Masters – (Participants only during the event hours)
 Sept 25-26 Pattern Contest – (Participants only during the event hours)
 Sept 30 – Oct 3 – WDA Float Fly at Lake Minden
Please come out and support the club at the work party this month. We will not be having a work party in
September as we have activities at the club all month long in September. Also up for discussion at the August club meeting will be options for the September club meeting as it would normally fall during the HeliScale Masters.
As always if anyone has questions or concerns please let me know.
I look forward to seeing you all around the field, Forrest
Board Members Meeting
July 9, 2021
WDA Flying Field
Board Members present: Forrest Barton, Dan Winters, Mike O’Kane, Keith Young, Jeff Lovitt, Doug Barton
Meeting was conducted at the WDA Flying site on 7-9-21.
Meeting called to order by Forest Barton.
Levee Gate No current activity, item open
The President, Discussion regarding re-establishing work party. Work parties will be re-established to be held the
Saturday following the General Membership meeting. This will allow members to participate and work off annual
points. Field will be closed to flying during work parties.
Request from Paul Wells re: combat U-control and muffler requirements prior to joining. Motion was made to allow
Paul to fly combat u-control without muffler, 2nd made and vote was unanimous.
New Motion was proposed to waive 2021 points requirements for John Vance due to hardship, discussion followed
and 2nd of the motion was made, vote was unanimous to waive 2021 points.
A new section on the Club WEB page was discussed that will list items that need to be worked on and who the contact person is for that item. Jonathan Stemen has offered to take over the WEB duties and Kerry has concurred, please
be patient during the change. The Board is reviewing John’s beta proposal of the WEB page
Next Board meeting is Thursday August 12th at 7:00pm via Zoom.
General meeting will be on Saturday August 14th, 10:00am at the Flying field.
Due to lack of general membership to meet the quorum requirements the General Membership meeting will not be
called to order. All business and agenda items will be carried forward to next month’s meeting.
Meeting adjourned

2

The FAA recently released Advisory Circular (AC) 91-57C, which will soon replace the current version, AC
91-57B. The updates to the new AC are centered around the recognition of community-based organizations
(CBOs), a process that AMA worked with Congress to establish in 2018. This CBO recognition will allow
AMA to continue safely managing the recreational model aircraft community, something AMA has done for
more than eight decades. This recognition also gives AMA a stronger voice regarding future regulations,
requiring the FAA to consult our community when updating model aircraft operational parameters.
In addition to CBO recognition, AC 91-57C clarifies that educational UAS operations can be performed under US Code 44809, the Exception for Limited Recreational Operations of Unmanned Aircraft. This legislation was created and passed at the request of AMA in the 2021 National Defense Authorization Act. This
change allows AMA members to perform educational UAS operations at universities, military JROTC programs, and chartered clubs, without obtaining an FAA Part 107 Remote Pilot Certificate.
Additional updates in AC 91-57C include a waiver process for sanctioned events, a process for higher altitudes at fixed flying site locations, and opens the door for night operations to be reinstated at our fixed site
locations in controlled airspace.
Although not perfect, this Advisory Circular does give our community a path forward to continue enjoying
the hobby as we have done for so many years. Rest assured that AMA will continue working with Congress
and the FAA to preserve model aviation.
Click here to view Advisory Circular 91-57C
To remain current with the most recent government-related news, regularly visit the AMA Government Affairs blog.
If you have any further questions or concerns, contact the Government Affairs department at (765) 2871256 or amagov@modelaircraft.org.
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On July 17th, the Welch’s, Ponzo’s and Dellingers hosted a retirement party at the field for
Chris. A good time was had by all!
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Work continues on the F5F Skyrocket and I
am pleased to report it is ALMOST DONE!
Left: I tested several paints to determine
which ones were GASOLINE PROOF… At left is
Rustoleum Red. To the right of that is Krylon
Aluminum; then Duplicolor White and Duplicolor Black. After allowing the spray paints to set
up for 48 hours, I sloshed raw gas and oil mix
onto each sample. The Rustoleum finish was slightly “dulled” by the gas. The Krylon literally MELTED. The Duplicolor paints held up the best, showing NO blemishes after the gas was wiped off. Next, the COCKPIT. This is NOT a

super scale project, so the cockpit is “economically” appointed. I created an instrument panel from wood and some
left-over Tatone instrument kits. After completing the cockpit, it was time to trim and fit the canopy. RC56 was
used to glue the canopy; the canopy/fuselage junction was
taped off and a layer of epoxy and micro-balloons filler applied
to attempt to blend
the canopy in with
the fuselage surface.
After some sanding
and shaping of the
micro-balloons mixture, it was time to
tape off the canopy
to simulate the
framework.
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After taping off the framework, the remaining “glass” was masked and the framework primed and painted.

The airplane is now completely painted and all markings have been applied. The retracts are installed, as well as all
control mechanisms. I have yet to install the engines or fuel systems and am working on tidying up the many servo
extensions by combining some into a single 4 plug connector. You have probably seen these advertised for sale. I
have never tried one and am anxious to see if it really does simplify things. The down-side is that these ADD additional connections. Any connection is prone to becoming disconnected or introducing resistance/dropping voltage.
There are always trade-offs. My dummy radials are painted and clearcoated. Again, finished to “stand way off and squint” scale :-)
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ABOVE: The beautiful angel on my shoulder is Claire. She adopted us about 6 years ago and quickly
became a part of the family. She was the definition of “SWEET on four paws.” Claire was my shop
companion, totally fearless of power tools or loud noises...of course, I never gave her a reason to
be. When it comes to love, she gave even more than she got. Claire developed a virulent strain of
intestinal cancer and we had to put her down on July 24th. She will be missed!
And now for something to lift the spirits… I recently
purchased a N.I.B. Saito FG-20 from an online seller. After
mounting it to my engine test stand, fitting it with a 16x6
prop, and mixing a fresh batch of 95 octane zero alcohol gas
and Amsoil Dominator 20:1, I proceeded to hand start the engine. After several quick runs of the engine burning through
the primes, it finally started and kept running with the throttle
at just under 3,000 rpm. Within 20 seconds the engine came
to an abrupt stop. Attempting to flip the prop to restart, the
engine would NOT turn over a full revolution and was exhibiting a metal-on-metal sound.. YIKES!
Removing the engine from the test and removing its backplate
revealed a badly deformed connecting rod bottom end and
evidence of severe damage to the crankcase interior! WTF?!
I have never had this happen to ANY engine, least of all a Saito. My Saito glow and gas four strokes have been SUPERBLY
crafted and performing engines.
Saito engines come with a 3 Year Warranty. However, in my
case, there were just a few issues pertaining to warranty repairs…
1) I was not the original purchaser
2) The engine was way past 3 years old
3) The Saito FG-20 is no longer produced
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Kind of sounds like 3
STRIKES, right?
Well, I sent the engine into Horizon
Hobbies for an assessment/repairs,
and included a full
explanation of what I
observed. I informed
them that I have
purchased both a
Saito 61cc gas twin
and Saito FG-90 gas
radial from them,
and that both engines have been SUPERB performers.
This experience with
the FG-20 is a total
anomaly!
Well, the good folks
at Horizon agreed
and offered to REPLACE my broken FG
-20 with a brand new
FG-21 at NO
CHARGE. They DID
say, this is a ONE
TIME THING.

Got it. 10/4.
A-OK.
How awesome is
that?!

FYI—the Hangar 9 50-60cc 88” Oscar Ki-43 ARF has been discontinued.
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Thunder in the Valley Jet Rally- Update #1
September 9th, 10th and 11th

A Benefit for Wounded Warriors

Hi Guys,
We are about 7 weeks out from the BEST Jet Rally in NorCal and I want to bring you up to speed on our
progress. See AMOSRC.com for details and registration.
Friday Night Fireworks- We just received our Fireworks Permit!! Under normal circumstances this would
not be a big deal but with the heightened sensitivity of fire danger in CA, Fire Marshall’s are looking for
ways to NOT allow them. This show will be jam packed, not a wimpy “one at a time” display. We will mix
in some “smokin’ hot” music so the event will be a unique experience. Grab a chair, your favorite beverage, head to the runway and enjoy the show.
Professional Photographers- We will have 3 professional photographers roaming the pits and flight line
throughout the event. Richard Small has had over 20 years of experience photographing full scale aircraft
(including the Reno Air Races.) Suzette and Gail shoot all of our marketing and Event pictures. With 30
years of experience they can make you and your planes look the best they can be. We will be handing out
8 x 10’s of the best shots including group shots and pictures of your birds in flight. Check out their work
at: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Sb2RIDqnuCtiuYuRPQ8L3DEAbV5e530h
https://www.suzetteallen.com/AMOS
Smoke Oil- We are bringing in 2- 55 gallon drums of General Aviation Smoke oil. We are selling it at cost,
which is $9 per gallon. A few of us have been through one drum of it and it is great oil. Tons of white, billowy smoke that stays in the air. Bring your jugs and load up. If you want more than 5 gallons let me
know so I can get a 3rd drum.
Please sign up early and reserve a spot.
Half of the front row shade has been sold.
Dave Long
(916) 801-7764
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WDA website

www.wdarc.org
President
(530) 662-6324

Forrest Barton
cbarton328@aol.com

Vice President

Open

Treasurer
(530) 681-5316

John Eaton
johneaton@sbcglobal.net

Secretary
(530) 796-4377

Mike O'Kane
micharlokane@gmail.com

Board members:
Doug Barton

(530) 662-6469
controlinedoug@aol.com

Chris Dellinger

(707) 446-9647
cdellin@sbcglobal.net

Flight instructors:
 John Eaton

(530) 681-5316
johneaton@sbcglobal.net
 Carlos Reyes (650) 243-8894
carsii@hotmail.com

Woodland Davis Aeromodelers
42875 County Rd. 29
Davis, CA

Jet Turbine Instructors
 OPEN
Membership
John Eaton

(530) 681-5316

goldeneramodel.com

Safety Officer
Jonathan Stemen (916) 666-2868

Jon@radialaviation.com

 Keith Young (530) 848-3666

Helicopter Instructor (Only):

Field Maintenance
Art Williams
Points
Stein Buer

(916) 850-9457

steinbuer@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Richard Geertson (707) 693-9537

geertson@sbcglobal.net

(530) 848-3666
k_young52@yahoo.com

Web
Kerry Roberson

(661) 978-1992

flybaby1569@gmail.com

Jeff Lovitt

(530 304-4780)
jlovitt@sbcglobal.net

Club Advocacy
Lou Fox

(530) 753-9331

loujfox@yahoo.com

Danny Winters

(916) 342-0679
win51@comcast.net

SNACK SHACK
Ben Ponzo

(916) 947-7468

bbponz@sbcglobal.net

 OPEN

Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers
c/o Richard geertson
800 collier dr.
dixon, CA 95620

Keith Young

Multi-rotor Drones
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