Another month comes to pass in the new world order. I’m sure you have all seen the email noting that all
events in 2020 have been canceled. It is unfortunate but a needed call. I hope everyone has fared well
through this pandemic and have been flying to their heart’s content. We are fortunate to have a field that can
keep us flying and meeting the local medical mandates. The continued use is entirely due to all of you. And
I thank you. I apologize to all of you for missing the last meeting, it couldn’t be helped. I am hoping that we
the board are still able to be responsive to the club’s needs. I have noticed it has been a bit more difficult to
get agenda before the board without a regular club meeting. As long as our field is open the board will meet
regularly via a Web service. So please email me dougv69@gmail.com if you need or want anything for the
board to address. All of the board members contact information can be found on the WDARC website as
well. I appreciate you all.
Fly Safe
Doug Vice
Prez Sez
Meetings Minutes

Doug Vice
Mike O’Kane

‘Good luck trying to fool the little woman...’
Modelers Corner
Sullivan Products
Upcoming Events

Rich Geertson
Rich Geertson
Cancelled

August General Membership meeting will
be held at the Club Field on Saturday August 8th at 9:00am. Watch the WEB page for
any changes. Flying is closed during the
meeting. Masks are required by Yolo County
and social distancing will be observed.
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General Members Meeting
July 11, 2020
Meeting location Burgdorph Henson Field
Board Members present: Randy Sizemore, John Eaton, Mike O’Kane, Jeff Lovitt, Dan Winters, Doug Barton, KeithYoung.
Meeting called to order by Randy Sizemore.
Last month’s Board minutes reviewed, motion for approval, 2nd, and unanimous vote to pass..
11 General members are present.
Recognition of guests and new members, none present
Officer reports
President: Not present
Vice President: No comments
Treasurer: John reports income of $1,064, expenses of $3000.00 for annual rent and $555.00 for Porta-Potty fees. The checking
account balance of $2,900.00, savings is $2,166.
Secretary: Comments will be made at a later time in the meeting
Chair Reports:
Membership: John reports there are approximately 94 memberships issued to date.
Safety Chair: Covid 19 concerns were discusses, masks and distance separation
Field Chair: Art Williams is present, and has need of help with Thursday mowingr
News Letter: Rich Geertson is present, as usual any article you care to see published pleases send to Rich’s attention and mention the article is for inclusion in the NEWS Letter.
Points Chair: John Stein has the point tally current as of this meeting.
WEB Page: Kerry has the WEB current
Events Reports: Monte reported that the Annual Giant Scale which was moved to WDA Field, was cancelled.
The Old School event has also been cancelled. ALL events through the end of the year, cancelled due to Covid-19.
Old Business:
Snack Shack shade structure rework is near completion, half of the structure is primed and painted. The remaining half still
needs to be cleaned with wire wheels, primed and painted. Project is moving forward.
Item is open.
Water Project.
Water is being pumped from the slough/canal and the system is providing ample water to the field. Several debris clogs in the
pump pickup have occurred and the system was re-established each time.
Thanks Art, Doug, Bill and John.
Item is closed
Woodland Christian after school STEP program.
This project has been postponed until fall
Item open
Salvaged Sun room parts
Item has been scheduled or disposal
Item is open
Copious model plans (container/plans)
The Club intent is to categorize the plans and preserve the vintage model plans.
Item is open
Fencing
Back ground. This motion was made at the May 2020 General members meeting.
A new motion was made for Safety concerns, that the existing Pilot fence be lowered to ADA standards of 34”, the motion received a 2nd. Discussion was tabled until the next General Members meeting. With the Covid-19 shutdown the July General
Members Meeting is the first meeting since May.
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The membership present provided a quorum and a vote was made with majority approval to lower the portion of the pilot station
fence to 34” that is between the North and South taxi way. Fence height that is North and South of the taxi way will remain unchanged. The portable pilot stations with the orange fabric fencing will be removed.
Item is open.
Tables
Pit tables: Replacement tables are in place as well as some additional charging tables near the outlets.
Thank you to Keith Young for the effort.
Item is closed.
New Business: We have a new neighbor (escrow still open) on the house and property directly to the East of the Field. Patrick
introduced himself to the members and was welcomed by everyone.
SHOW N TELL: Rich Geertson brought his completed Grumman Bearcat to the meeting. Jeff Lovitt brought his latest creation
as well. See “Modeler’s Corner” for details.
The next meeting is again scheduled at the Field for August the 8th at 0900
Meeting adjourned.

This cartoon reminds me of a story I read many years ago… it may have been in Flying Models magazine.
A writer for the magazine regularly attended model trade shows. While at a trade show, he and some
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modeling buddies were talking about what new toys they may want to purchase, but some expressed worry
that ‘their wives might find out!’
Well, the (overly) confident writer said that he had that totally under control. Generally, his wife wouldn’t
notice that he had come home with a new box, which he would quickly stash on a shelf in his shop.
However, on the unlikely occasion she DID mention the “new box on the shelf,” he would cavalierly deny
that it was “new”… “no, sweetie, it had been there for quite some time…you just didn’t notice it until now.”
The writer had his sights set on a Ziroli DC-3 kit for sale at the show. A fairly large box, yes, but still within
his stealthy ability to slip past his wife…
With the new kit under his arm, he bragged to his fellow modelers about the ease with which he would add
this kit to his growing stash, while “the Little Woman would be none the wiser.”
So, his buddies got to thinking of a way to thwart his stealthy plans….
The following day, while the writer was perusing the show, interviewing the various purveyors for an upcoming magazine article, his modeling buddies gained access to his hotel room.
With bottles of CA and a few tools, the 4 of them spent the entire day framing up the 12 FOOT DC-3 !!
When the writer returned to his room at the end of the day, only to find the 12 foot aircraft framed up and
sitting on the bed, his buddies declared: “Let’s see you get this past your wife, smart guy...”
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My F8F-2 Bearcat is done. A rough calculation
gets me to 6 months and 400 hours invested in
the build. Along the way there were some frustrations, BUT it was mostly all fun, and that’s what
the hobby is supposed to be all about, right?
Now the question is, “When will I maiden?” I
don’t have a date yet. At present, I have been
enjoying just looking at the finished product while
I spend time in my shop.












Scale is 20%
Span is 86”
Weight is 37.5 pounds
Power is a Moki 180cc 5 cylinder radial
Flying prop is 26” 4-blade
Plans by Jerry Bates
Fiberglass fuselage, cowl, bellypan and canopy from VicRC
Wood short kit from Bob Holman
Scale articulating retracts and wheels from Sierra Precision
Futaba 18SZ and 14 ch. Receiver, Hitec servos
Smoke system

Elsewhere in my shop awaiting my time and attention is a Grumman F4F-3 Wildcat, also from Jerry Bates
plans. Glass fuse, Bob Holman short kit, scale Robart retracts, Saito 90cc triple and scale Keleo exhaust
system.
Right now just taking a breather from serious RC projects, doing some maintenance on existing models
and also some repair on a buddy’s aircraft, as a favor.
As you might imagine, home projects and other necessary (mundane) things do suffer some neglect when
engrossed in a build.
Being unemployed for 4 of the 6 months this Bearcat required, provided massive numbers of available
hours I never could have managed IF I
had a real job! This was also an eyeopener for me, as I have concluded I lack
the patience to stick with a complex, time
-consuming build UNLESS I have GOBS
of available time to work on it. Had I
been a full-time employee, lo these many
months, my Bearcat wouldn’t be anywhere close to completion, and chances
are very high (knowing me as I do), my
interest level would have begun to
wane… leaving a half-completed project
to be kicked around my shop… never a
good thing.
Some modelers have the ability to chip
away at a project, little by little, no matter
how long it takes. I lack the patience for
that. I have to IMMERSE myself in the
project, often spending days in a row
working on it, otherwise, the goal-line
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feels beyond my reach and I begin to
lose interest.
What also happens to a lot of us isn’t that
we lose interest… but we find a NEW interest in something else, thus, taking our
energies away from the project at hand.
In either case, it leads to delayed completion, sometimes permanently!



So WHAT is on YOUR BUILDING
BOARD?
What is on the shelf which will eventually make it to the building board?

What RC schemes are swirling
around in your dome??
 Have you had a good or bad experience with a hobby purchase or purveyor?
 Anything new coming down the pipeline that you can share with the modeling
community?
Let us know!
Rich Geertson


Jeff Lovitt showed off his latest warbird
at the July WDA Meeting: A Mitsubishi A6M5 ‘Zero’ built from an
older Yellow Aircraft kit.
Jeff’s Zero features a Valley View 40cc gas twin for power and
weighs in at less than 24 pounds. The 80” span fighter features
lots of scale surface detail and is heavily ‘weathered’ for the ultimate in realism.
Jeff hasn’t yet flown it.
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O’Sullivan!

Rich Geertson
It is a sad 21 century reality that our hobby faces many challenges. Those few remaining American companies that
steadfastly continue to produce and provide unique hobby products, are to be lauded and patronized whenever possible.
I have always tried to support domestic hobby businesses, including local hobby shops. BUT (and you just knew
there had to be a “but” in there)… at times, the risk is greater than the reward.
Sullivan Products: A long-time mainstay in this hobby, Sullivan has been in business since the 1940’s. I am sure
many of us have used their products over the years, certainly if you have been in this hobby as long as I have. The
company’s first products were lines, handles and connectors for control-line flying. As Radio Control became practical, Sullivan pioneered electric Starters, plastic fuel tanks and an improved control rod (Gold-N-Rod). Today, Sullivan
is still the leading worldwide manufacturer of those product lines. http://sullivanproducts.com/
st

I recently had two bad experiences with Sullivan products and was not terribly
thrilled with their response.
The first was with their 5 cylinder Glow Driver. I purchased the glow driver at the
AMA Expo in 2018. At the same time, I also purchased their 3 and 4 cylinder
glow drivers. My buddy Ken Martin had great luck with the 4 cylinder on his
O.S. Pegasus engine and in speaking with the Sullivan rep at the show, I was
convinced their other drivers would perform similarly well.
All 3 glow drivers remained untouched until a few months ago when I attempted
to run my O.S. 5 cylinder glow radial. First BIG problem with the Sullivan glow
driver? Manual operation. This was something I specifically asked the Sullivan rep about at the AMA Expo – can I operate the glow driver manually, like
when I am breaking in an engine on the test bench? He said “Of course,” and
the nomenclature on the back of the glow driver package confirmed this.
However in actual practice, “manual” operation still required that a receiver, receiver battery and switch be connected to the glow driver and then my Transmitter be ON while operating the glow driver. For bench testing?! Ridiculous.
Previously, I have used McDaniels/Sonic Tronics glow drivers for lighting multicylinder glow plugs and those units can be manually operated (no Rx or Tx required).
So, operating the Sullivan for bench testing was cumbersome, at best.
Second, the 5 cylinder glow driver simply would NOT light all 5 plugs.
One of the advantages of the Sullivan over the Sonic Tronics is its ability to use
2S and 3S LiPo batteries. Regardless, the Sullivan provided a decent orange
glow to 3 plugs, barely perceptible glow to 4 plugs, and no perceptible heat to all
5 plugs. Under this condition, the engine would NOT start.
I called Sullivan and they agreed to send me another 5 cylinder glow driver and I would send back the faulty unit.
When I received the new glow driver, it was in the exact same packaging and in every respect looked identical to the
unit being replaced. (more on that later)…
The one difference was that the replacement DID allow me to start the engine, although the glow intensity with all 5
plugs connected was still rather anemic. This is also a problem when running-in a glow radial, using a high quantity of
oil, which is almost always recommended by the manufacturer.
In the case of the O.S. 5, I was using the recommended 18% oil, mostly castor. The lower cylinders of a radial are
notorious for loading up with oil. Also during break-in, the mixture is generally quite rich so you have the doublewhammy of drowning the lower plugs in unburned fuel and oil. A bright orange GLOW is MANDATORY to keep the
plugs lit and the engine running.
The Sullivan was simply incapable of burning off the excess oil and fuel and keeping all glow plugs glowing and all 5
cylinders running under break-in conditions.
The third issue I experiences was the plug wire length of the Sullivan. When placing the control panel (which resembles a cockpit dash panel) at the front cockpit location of a 1/5 scale Stearman, the glow plug leads were at least 5
inches too short to reach all the plugs.
IF I located the dash panel closer, but inside the fuselage, I would have NO access to the on/off switch or glow indicator on the dash panel. So, I cut a hole in the side of the fuselage, close to the firewall to allow external access and
visibility of the dash panel AND facilitate the short plug wires.
I did this BEFORE I had thoroughly tested the unit on the bench and discovered it just didn’t have the juice to keep
the plugs brightly lit!
So, between what I perceived as a false impression of “manual operation,” the glow driver’s inability to keep all plugs
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lit, AND the short plug wires (now rendering a HOLE in my fuselage for a driver I did not intend to use), I contacted
Sullivan asking to return the UNOPENED 3 and 4 cylinder glow drivers…NOT this used 5 cylinder driver, mind you…
just the unopened 3 and 4 cylinder drivers. They refused.
I explained my reasons (as above) and they said they could not sell the returned units.. huh??
I responded that the packaging is still the same… these are unopened… what is the problem? I even said I would
settle for ‘store credit’ if a refund could not be issued – they still refused.
Look, I get that times are tough and margins are thin, but my review of this product was SPOT ON.
O’ Sullivan!!!
My second Sullivan disappointment was with a SkyWriter smoke
pump. This is the second SkyWriter I have owned over the years.
The first worked fine, what little I used it. That aircraft did not last
long, so the unit had very little use before it was retired. Fast forward to recently… I installed a Sullivan SkyWriter in my big Decathlon.
While I have used this SkyWriter smoke pump a bit more than the
first one, it still had very little use and then just stopped working.
Kaput!
Diagnosing the problem required fairly major surgery to remove
everything from the plane and get to the pump. It simply would no
longer run.
Disassembly of the pump revealed a bad pump motor. What little
it was run was always pumping smoke fluid on the recommended
voltage, so the dead motor boils down to poor quality. Being out of
warranty, I didn’t even try to contact Sullivan about it.
The SkyWriter is $114 pump, so not exactly a throw-away item.
The replacement pump is NOT a Sullivan and based on recent
experiences, I will have to limit future Sullivan purchases to control
hardware, which has always worked well for me.
Very unfortunate and makes me wonder how much longer
Sullivan can expect to remain in business?
Club member Ed Morgan recently enjoyed some quiet float flying at Antelope Lake in the Sierras, south of
Susanville. Elevation is 5,000 feet. The aircraft is Ed’s SR Batteries ‘X250’
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WDA website

www.wdarc.org
Doug Vice
dougv69@gmail.com

Vice President

Randy Sizemore

Treasurer
(530) 681-5316

John Eaton
johneaton@sbcglobal.net

Secretary
(530) 796-4377

Mike O'Kane
micharlokane@gmail.com

Board members:
Doug Barton

(530) 662-6469
controlinedoug@aol.com

Chris Dellinger

(707) 446-9647
cdellin@sbcglobal.net

Keith Young

Jeff Lovitt

Danny Winters

(530) 848-3666
k_young52@yahoo.com
(530) 304-9502
jlovitt@sbcglobal.net
(916) 342-0679
win51@comcast.net

 John Eaton

(530) 681-5316
johneaton@sbcglobal.net
 Carlos Reyes (650) 243-8894
carsii@hotmail.com

Woodland Davis Aeromodelers
42875 County Rd. 29
Davis, CA

Jet Turbine Instructors
 OPEN
Membership
John Eaton

(530) 681-5316

goldeneramodel.com

Safety Officer
John Lett

(510) 853-1729

lettaviation@aol.com

 Keith Young (530) 848-3666

Helicopter Instructor (Only):

Field Maintenance
Art Williams
Points
Stein Buer

Multi-rotor Drones

(916) 850-9457

steinbuer@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Richard Geertson (707) 693-9537

geertson@sbcglobal.net

Web
Kerry Roberson

(661) 978-1992

flybaby1569@gmail.com

Club Advocacy
Lou Fox

(530) 753-9331

loujfox@yahoo.com

SNACK SHACK
Mike O’Kane

(530) 796-4377

micharlokane@gmail.com

 OPEN

Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers
c/o Richard geertson
800 collier dr.
dixon, CA 95620

President
(916) 949-8323

Flight instructors:
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