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Prez Sez          K. Roberson 

Regulation Run Amok      R. Geertson 

Meetingôs Minutes      P. Torgerson 

Helicopter Scale Masters     G. Martinez 

WDA Membership Application 

Modelerôs Projects       G. Miller 

Our Fieldé       G. Miller 

Upcoming Event Flyers 

Year 2011 Calendar of Events  
 

WDA Jet Fly -in: Oct 7 -9 

WDA Slope Day in Marin: Oct 29th  

Learn about additional Northern CA events at the 

WDA website under CALENDAR.. 

Click on Michael Brownôs Northern California Event 

Schedule 

September was a busy month at the field. Thanks 

to a very dedicated group of club members (Mike 

OôKane, John Eaton and Ken Hook), the shade 

structures are up, the field has electricity, and we 

have a lift pump installed and have been watering. 

The pits look great with flags, pennants and lots of 

shade.  The outdoor kitchen worked well for the 

Scale Masters helicopter event and thanks a bunch 

to the crew and wives who worked the grills and 

food service. 

For those that attended, the Scale Masters Helicop-

ter event was interesting; lots of helicopters; 35 

registered pilots; 60 plus helicopters, turbine and 

electric.  There were some beautiful machines and 

really good flying. They had an outstanding 3D 

demo at night and great food at the dinner on Sat-

urday. 

If you didnôt go, you missed some amazing flying. 

October is the month for club nominations: Most 

of the people in the club positions have been there 

for more than one term. If you donôt like the way 

the club is being run, itôs time to step up and make 

yourself heard; nominate yourself for one of the 

club positions.  Hope to see you out at the field  -  

 Kerry 

As the Woodland Davis Aeromodelers is a non-profit organization, we refrain 
from taking any political position. As the editor of this monthly publication, I can 
categorically state that my opinions are my own and thus, any statements 
made by me do not necessarily represent the opinions of WDA, its officers, or 
its membersé 

Regulation Run Amok 

Sept. 29th Tower Hobbies sent out an urgent request that concerned modelers 
contact the Dept. of Transportation to CONTINUE the use of special permit 
(DOT-SP 7887, in place since 1978) under which model rocket engines can be 
shipped as ñflammable solids.ò IF that permit is terminated (as the DOT is now 
proposing), model rocket engines and igniters will be re-classified as 
ñexplosives,ò creating unnecessary fear and difficulty for those handling, trans-
porting, receiving, storing, selling and using these productsé I fully concur with 
Tower Hobbies. 
 
Like many other RC modelers, my introduction to model building began with 
plastic models, then moved into model rockets.  As a kid, I responded to one of 
those ñback of the comic bookò ads to sell Greeting Cards - was successful - 
and with my meager proceeds ordered an Estes Rocketry starter kit. Shortly 
thereafter, I experienced the thrill of building and launching a model rocket. 
I cannot imagine a more constructive endeavor to expand the horizons of any 
young person than to build and launch a model rocketéfollowed by building 
and flying other model aircraft. 
 
BOTH endeavors are now under attack from well-meaning, but woefully ill
-informed media and bureaucrats. 
 
In the case of model rockets, D.O.T. is attempting to reclassify model rocket 
engines and igniters as ñexplosivesò which will severely limit the acquisition of 
these critical components and create a major roadblock for budding ñrocket 
scientistsò in pursuing their passion. 

       (cont. next page) 

http://www.wdarc.org/SlopeMarinFlyer.pdf
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                      Woodland-Davis Aeromodelers 

                                   Club Meeting 

                              September 12, 2011 

 

Call to order at 7:05pm 

 

Guest/ New members 

1. Lawrence Tougas, VP of District X 

Walt Price 

 

Approval of Aug. minutes, Pass 

 

Offices Reports 

1. VP, If you are asked to help out when you are at the 

field, then take a few minutes and help. 

2. Treasurer, Fiscal Report. 

3. Field Chair, Field is in good shape. 

4. Points Chair, Current to Aug. 

5. Web Site, Up to date 

Safety Officer, No one should be driving their cars or 

trucks out in the field. 

 

Event Reports 

1. Golden age, 7 entrees and loss one plane. 

Float fly, 15 entrees. Went well. Looking at doing two 

dates next year, one in the spring and one in the fall. 

 

Old Business 

1. Shade structure, It is done and the permits have been 

signed off. 

Heli scale, Looking for help. 20 pilots have pre registered. 

 

New Business 

AMA west coast flying field, Lawrence Tougas stop by to 

talk about the pros and cons of WDA partnering up with 

AMA to have a AMA west coast flying site. 

 

Show Nô Tell 

Forrest, Speedo MK II Glider 

 

Adjourn at 8:50pm 

Officers Reports 

1. Treasurer, Fiscal Report. 

Field Chair, 

 

Old Business 

1. Electrical Power, Work is underway to get power to the con x, 

u-control field and the r/c pits. 

2. Water supply, John is working on getting the pump for the wa-

ter. 

3. Shade Construction, It is done and the permits have been 

signed off. 

Heli event, Need to get more port a potty, Hand washing station, 

Water for the snack shack and a GPU for the pits. 

 

New Business 

1. Tents for the Heli event have been purchased. 

Pylon Racing, Robert from APC would like to have two events next 

year, 1st April or May, 2nd September 8 

 

Further Business 

The Boy Scotts would like to launch off rockets at the field on Oc-

tober 1st. 

 

Adjourn at 6:45pm 

                        
                      Woodland-Davis Aeromodelers 

                                   Board Meeting 

                               September 12, 2011 

 

Call to order at 6:05pm 

 

Approval of Aug. minutes, Pass 

 

Despite a 33 year safety record of shipping rocket engines with NO inci-
dents, the Department of Transportation is proposing a ñsolutionò to a 
problem that does not exist! 
 
Radio controlled aircraft are now being labeled as potential ñweapons of 
terrorò thanks to one disgruntled home-grown lunatic from Boston whose 
hatred for America motivated him to concoct a crazy scheme of utilizing 
RC aircraft to blow-up government buildings. 
 
The mediaôs irresponsibility has been legion, as they regurgitate the 
idea that ñoff the shelfò RC jets can be loaded with plastic explosives 
then guided via GPS to hit specific targets. 
Those of us with a modicum of knowledge simply marvel at the conclu-
sions being drawn and I question WHO within the RC community was 
contacted to verify or corroborate these wild claims? 
 
The FAA is also attempting to assume strict controls over the flying of 
RC model aircraft, despite a superlative 50 year safety record ï yet an-
other example of bureaucracy creating ñsolutionsò to problems that do 
not exist. 
 
It is unfortunate that government has been allowed to grow so large and 
intrusive that it actually has the resources to insert itself into every hu-
man activity; but this IS reversible, thus, speaking solely for myself, I 
intend to contact these bloated bureaucracies and respectfully request 
that they keep their good intentions to themselves. 
IF ONLY California highways were as pristine as the road to Hellé 

 
Richard Geertson 
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Helicopter Scale Masters Report:  
How to start? What a BLAST we had! I want to say thank you 

to each of you who came to Helicopter Scale Masters! without 

you we couldnôt make it as successful as it was. We had over 

36 registered pilots and I believe we had over 70 or more 

scale helicopters with us. The weather played a few tricks on 

us with extreme heat on Thursday, Friday and some strong 

winds on Saturday afternoon. To complete the cycle of 

weather we had rain at lunch time on Sunday. That was very 

unusual, but the fun was always there. I managed to fly 4 

times my turbine lama and 3 times my Hueyé.and they said 

organizers never fly at the event!  We had it all, from some 

amazing full size helos that came to the field, skydivers, top 

notch scale helicopters, jets and most important some new friends! We learn a lot as well how to make it even better.  

Special thanks to all our sponsors!  
Vario Germany: who honor us with their presence. Kirsten Zodtner and Dave Hollins came all the way from Ger-

many! and we were so delighted to meet them in person! Incredible people and they have some fantastic plans how 

to get Vario to the next level. Thank you Kirsten and Dave for your support!  

Starwood Models: Thank you for your infinite support and mentoring for the event! We couldnôt make it without 

Al Wert. I will let you know a little bit later who won the turbine Lama. Thank you Al!  

Heliclassics: We were honor with Matthias Strupf who came all the way from Germany with his Turbine large 

Bell 212. Matthias flying was spectacular and most important is that we all just made a new incredible friend! 

amazing person! Thank you Matthias!  

SkyHunter Hobbies: Dangel Patinio came out with a fantastic collection of helicopters! and what a pleasure to 

meet Dan! Thank you Dan!  

Approach Engineering: Dr. Tim, my brother, we love you! If you guys ever host a scale event you are guarantee 

to be successful if Dr. Tim is there! Thank you so much Tim!  

Beyond Helis: Thank you Huu Ly for your support! We loved having you at the event!  

Horizon Hobbies: Thank you with you gracious prize and support.  

 
I also want to extent my appreciation to:  

Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers Club: For their incredible sup-

port. We couldnôt make it without them! Mike Oô Kane did a 

fantastic job helping us to get the field up and ready!  More 

than 10 people worked every weekend for the last 2 months! 

Just to get ready the new field, just incredible.  

EMU full size Huey crew, what can I say, beyond words to 

have a full size Huey at the field and watching the pilots doing 

some low passes.  

Leo Gonzalez thank you for helping us to get the full size BO-

105! It was superb! Plus we love the crew!  

Jon Tanner who came all the way from the UK to cover the 

event. As some of you know Jon is the chief editor for Model 

Helicopter World magazine with distribution in 40 countries. Jon is a very good friend of us and what a pleasure 

to see him again!  

Peter Wales and Sandy Jeffe who came all the way from Florida and Pennsylvania in Peterôs aircraft carrier RV! 

I was the happiest person to see Peter! And I can wait to get a hold of more of those English beers you gave me! 

Simply amazing!!  

To my close friends Mike Spinner, Arlo Watkins, and Nick Kolias who did lots of driving to get here! You guys 

are a BLAST to be around.  

Perry and Jesse Kavros! Jesse your 3D Skills are out of this world! We got report at Woodland of a flying UFO 

around the area at the time you were doing the 3D Night light showé. Just incredible!!! and Perry the autono-

mous flying you show us was remarkable! Thank you so much!!!  
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Awards:  

Peopleôs Choice: Dan Lowry, with his incredible Huey EMU 

Replica. Dan beat me by one point!  

Best Military Flight Demonstration: Arlo Watkins with his in-

credible CH53 turbine power.  

Best Fire/Rescue Flight Demonstration: Mike Spinner, a true 

master with the bambi bucket on his Jet Ranger.  

Engineering Excellence: Tom Wise, scratch build CH 53, out of 

this world.  

Best Paint Markings: Peter Wales, for his outstanding SEA king 

paint scheme. Peter please, you need to teach me how to paint like 

that, just gorgeous!  

Best Scale Flight: Nick Kolias, at a distance his flying is so un-

believable smooth that you canôt tell is an RC helicopter. Nick is a master of precision.  

Best of the Best: Matthias Strupf, he is just at another level! Matthias is coming next week with me to a jet event 

to do some helos demos!  

Winners of super prizes:  

Starwood Turbine lama: Dan Lowry  

Vario Germany BO-105: Nick Kolias  

We learn a lot from this event and this was just the very beginning!  Thank you for participating at Helicopter Scale 

Masters!  This was epic!  

Gonzalo Martinez     (pictures courtesy of Ed Morgan) 


