
 1 

Prez Sez            K. Roberson  

Meetingôs Minutes     P. Torgerson  

WDA Field Work    K. Roberson  

Obituary  -   Maynard Hill  

WDA Membership Application  

Turbine Safety     J. Casey  

Upcoming Event Flyers  

NEW GATE COMBO!  

See the back of your 2011 

WDA Membership Card!  

 

IF you have not renewed 

your membership, you will 

no longer receive a 

monthly newsletter  

Year 2011 Calendar of Events  
 

WDA Open House/Field Dedication - Postponed  

  - New Date yet to be decided  

Red Bluff float fly - July 14 -17 

WDA Wings of Victory - July 22 -24  

WDA Great American ARF -OFF U/C Contest  July 

30-31 

WDA Slope Day in Marin - Aug 6th  

WDA Golden Age Fly -in - Aug 20  

14th Annual Ted Goyet Memorial U/C Contest 

Aug 20 -21 

WDA Slope Day in Marin - Sept 10 

Meet n Meat U/C 

Contest Sept 17 -18 

WDA Heli Masters: 

Sept 23-25 

WDA Jet Fly -in: 

Oct 7-9 

WDA Slope Day in 

Marin: Oct 29th  

Hi all - at the last meeting the club voted to move 

the R/C pits closer to the runway and add starting 

areaôs to the outside of the taxiway abeam the pi-

lot stations They also voted to pick up the Geotek 

mat in the pit area and the taxiways and lay down 

a layer of AB gravel (like the parking lot).  

We pulled the mat up on Wed the 22nd and had 

gravel delivered on Friday the 24th. We had a 

work party on the 25th and graded the gravel, 

rolled it and put the taxiways back down. The pit 

area has been expanded about 30 feet closer to the 

runway.  I hoped there would be more help to get 

the Geotek mat installed over the gravel in the pit 

area, but we only had about 15 people show up to 

work over the morning and we did not finish the  

pit area.  The runway now has a centerline strip 

and Xôs on the ends.  Most of the water pipe lines 

have been trenched and installed.  I want to thank 

the folks who showed up for their efforts (they 

know who they are), we still have lots of work to 

do in the next few weeks. We have the wet draw-

ings for the shade structures and with county ap-

proval (permits) we should be getting the shade 

structures up in the near future.  Hope to see you 

out at the field.  Kerry Roberson 

http://www.wdarc.org/SlopeMarinFlyer.pdf
http://www.wdarc.org/SlopeMarinFlyer.pdf
http://www.helicopter-scale-masters.com/
http://www.helicopter-scale-masters.com/
http://www.wdarc.org/SlopeMarinFlyer.pdf
http://www.wdarc.org/SlopeMarinFlyer.pdf
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Woodland-Davis Aeromodelers 

Club Meeting 

June 13, 2011 

 

Call to order at 7:10pm. 

 

Guest/New Members, Linda 

 

Approval of May minutes, Pass 

 

Officers Reports 

Treasurer, Fiscal report. 

Membership, 103 members 

Field Chair, all four mowers are up and running. 

Points, up to date. 

Newsletter, on line and in color. 

 

Event Reports 

Indoor fly-in, Low turn out, but all had fun. 

Scale Masters Qualifier, Weathered the bad 

weathered got it all done on Saturday, and 

Sunday was rained out. 

Control line Nationals, Good turn out on Satur-

day, Sunday was rained out and had to be re-

scheduled. 

 

Old Business 

Shade Structure,  John has gotten a conditional 

permit. 

Water and power are also being worked on. 

 

New Business 

Work party on June 18th. And the 25th. This is to 

get the parking polls put in and the taxi and 

pit area pulled up so A/B can be put down and 

move the pit 30ft closer to the runway and 

make a start up area. The club voted on this 

change at this meeting. 

John E. is looking for some help with Wings of 

Victory 

 

Show Nô Tell 

Forrest, Jet blast shield 

Lou Fox, Made a trip up to see the Spruce Goose 

Paul T, Airtronics Sagetta 600 glider. 

 

Adjourn at 9:00pm                

Woodland-Davis Aeromodelers 

Board Meeting 

June 13, 2011 

 

Call To order at 6:15pm. 

 

Approval of May minutes. Pass 

 

Officers Reports 

Treasurer, Fiscal report. 

Field Chair, All four mowers are up and running. 

 

Old Business. 

Old Field Deposit has been paid back. 

Current field, Permits are underway, water supply is also 

underway. The pit and taxi way are to be revamped, 

what is the pit/parking area and what is the startup 

area. 

Adjourn at 6:50pm 

WDA CLUB MEETING LOCATION  

Woodland Mall  

Room location is at the south end of the 

mall, right next to Gottschalks 

COME SEE the completed 

CARF-Models P-47 Thunderbolt at 

the July WDA club meeting! 

110ò span, Moki 250... 
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WDA FIELD WORK  

Membership, I was asked to send the club an explanation of 

what was happening at the field, and why:  At the last meet-

ing the club voted to move the R/C pits closer to the run-

way and add 

starting areaôs to 

the outside of the 

taxi way abeam 

the pilot stations. 

We also voted to 

pick up the geo-

tek mat in the pit area and the taxi ways and lay down a 

layer of AB gravel (like the parking lot).  We pulled the mat 

up on Wed the 22nd and had gravel delivered on Friday the 

24th.  We had a 

work party on the 

25th and graded the gravel, rolled it and put the taxiways 

back down.  The pit area has been expanded about 30 feet 

toward the runway.   I hoped there would be more help to 

get the geotek 

mat installed over 

the gravel in the 

pit area, but we 

only had about 15 

people show up 

to work on Satur-

day morning and we did not finish the geotek in the 

pits.  The runway now has a center line stripe and Xôs on 

the ends.  Most of 

the water pipe 

lines have been 

trenched and in-

stalled.  I want to thank the folks who showed up for their 

efforts (they know who they are)...we still have lots of work 

to do in the next 

few weeks.  We 

have the wet 

drawings for the 

shade structures 

and with county 

approval 

(permits) we should be getting the shade structures up in 

the near future.   

 

Hope to see you out at the field!   Kerry Roberson 
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Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers, Inc. 2011 Membership Form  http://www.wdarc.org  

ADULT MEMBER OR GUARDIAN  

Name:  

Street:      City:   State:   Zip:  

Home Phone:  

Alt Phone: Email Address:  

( ) List my name only on club roster  

Club Newsletter (Check One)  

( ) I wish to receive a hardcopy of the club newsletter  

( ) I'll read the online version of the club newsletter  

RETURNING MEMBERS  

2011 AMA Number: 2010 Points Earned: ______________  

2010 Points Purchased: ________ X($16.66/point) = $ _________(6pts./year required)  

2011 Payment:(___) Junior $16.00 (___) Adult 18 - 55 $65.00(___) Senior 55 - 75 $60.00 

(___) Super Senior 75 & older 60.00 (___) Family $81.00  

Total Payment: $ _________ Check No. _______ 2011 Combo _______  

NEW MEMBERS  

(Payment made from 1/1 to 8/31 Full Amount, 9/1 to 11/30 50%, 12/1 to 12/31 Full 

Amount and Applied to the Following Year  

2011 AMA Number: ________ New Member ______  

2011 Payment:(___) Junior $16.00 (___) Adult 18 - 55 $65.00(___) Senior 55 - 75 $60.00 

(___) Super Senior 75 & older 60.00 (___) Family $81.00  

Total Payment: $ _________ Check No. _______ 2011 Combo _______  

Mail membership application, check payable to "WOODLAND/DAVIS AEROMODELERS, INC.",  

self - addressed stamped envelope, and proof of AMA membership (either a copy of your 

AMA card or FAX from the AMA).  

For inquires e - mail Randy Sizemore at reddogusa1@aol.com or write to the below ad-

dress.  

 

WDA, Inc.  

c/o Randy Sizemore  

7317 Black Oaks Way  

Citrus Heights, CA 95621  

Junior Members  

(Each Member Must have a current AMA No. Print Additional Names and AMA Numbers on the 

Back)  

1. Name: ____________________________ AMA No. ___________________  

2. Name: ____________________________ AMA No. ___________________  

I have read, understand and agree to abide by the AMA Model Safety Code, Woodland/

Davis Aeromodelers  

Current Bylaws and Field Operating Rules and Regulations.  

Signature ___________________________________ Date__________________  

OFFICE USE ONLY  

Dues Received: _____ Card Issued: _____ Newsletter Editor Notified_______  
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Turbines and Turbine Safety.... then and now 
  

Back in the late 1990s when BVM released the JPX  model turbine engines on the US Jet Market, they ran solely on 

propane put out 12 lbs of thrust, and requested....a 25 yard 

distance from everything just to refuel them.  Yes.... Virginia,  I said 25 yards....not 25 feet....., 25....yards! 

Per the JPX manual (T260P, circa 1996)...They also wanted 25 (meter or yard) clearances to the rear for starting the 

plane.  At the time the  JPX T-260P went for a mere $3995.   

Then you had to go out and buy a big scuba tank, with compressed air, to start them, a blower to cool them with, and 

the fire extinguisher to put them out when they shot flames out the rear. It was fun!!! And we paid big $$$ to do it. 

  

In 1998 Sophia announced the J-850, at Superman (A cloned design running on a kero/mix). This Japanese designed 

engine put out 18.7 lbs of thrust. It started and ran on a mix of Coleman fuel and kero, and the manual requested 40 

foot clearance around the plane just for refueling, it went for a "special show price" of $2895 (later reduced to $1850 

in model magazine ads) 

RAM came out with their engines as the turbine era really took off; they wanted 21m clearance to the rear of the air-

craft, and you still needed all that previously mentioned gear to run them all. 

  

The AMA at the time pretty much went along with what the manufacturer recommended. They added piloting re-

quirements, like engine ground school, flight qualifications, jet certification tests and so on. Back then, it took some 

serious modeling savvy just to get the things started. 

The timing of compressed air, adding of the right amount of propane, the pushing of ignition buttons to light the en-

gine, was way outside the skill set of the average modeler. It took practice......lots of it. 

Due to the known and unknown dangers of model jet engines and the ñrecommended procedures of the manufac-

tures,ò the jet aircraft was feared, shunned, and scary....only to be refueled, defueled, launched and recovered out in 

the boonies of the lonely "Designated Turbine Area" (1997 AMA regs) 

  

My.... how things have changed...Today the turbine powered RC aircraft starts itself with the push of a button, 

most use only a small amount of propane to light off, put out in excess of 45 lbs of thrust, and the 18 lb 

thrust turbine engines can be purchased for as little as $1600 new in the box with a lifetime warranty.  The pilots have 

to still show some turbine operating flight and safety skills, but nothing like before. Today we routinely refuel, and 

defuel in the pit area, and the Stone Age requirement of having to start out in the boonies is long 

gone.  SAY.... What???? Long gone?   They no longer have to go far, far away to start the jet????......  

  

YEP thatôs right folks; the Big Boys at BVM, JPO, and the AMA did away with that possibly... years ago. The current 

recommended requirements for starting todayôs turbines are: 

A fire bottle, plus 25 ft. clearance to the rear and if you don't have that, just use a blast fence. And please point into 

the wind. 

Our AMA guidelines are even simpler... just donôt point the exhaust at something 

that is flammable (like an open gas container or somebodyôs Monokote covered airplane) for any length of time. 

  

The RC turbine of today is to be treated at the flying site just like any other engine-equipped model; not the scary, 

fearful, all mysterious toy......of the modeling gods. 

  

When you see the one of these jets starting up their engines parked right next to a warbird in the pit area or 

near another jet, donôt freak...times have changed......for the better.  

 

 

  

John Casey 

Jet turbine pilot and Book worm 

 

  

 

References: 

JPX  T260 manual 

Sophia manual 

Ram manual 

BVM website 

AMA Turbine field requirements  
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