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Welcome to 2010!     First I would like to 

thank the out - going officers and board for 

the supreme effort they put forth in a very 

turbulent year.    It will take a lot to ful-

fill the very large shoes left by Forrest 

and Dan, I hope I am up to the task.     I 

have been flying models since I was 5 years 

old; I flew control line until I was 13.   I 

flew my first R/C aircraft in 1964 with a 

single channel Futaba radio and later moved 

up to an Ace Galloping ghost.    I managed to 

get a used Kraft four channel radio at the 

age of 15 and have been hooked ever 

since.    I took a brief break from modeling 

while attending the University of Florida 

(Go Gators!), then continued flying models 

during my 21 years in the Air Force.   I re-

tired from the Air Force in 1994.   I have 

been in a lot of clubs over the years, but 

have never been in a club with as many great 

members as WDA.    

    While the field is currently closed and 

flight operations have ceased, I am hopeful 

the City of Woodland will grant us a second 

extension to operate while our quest for a 

new flying site continues.   The 19 Jan City 

Council Meeting will tell the story.    Keep 

your fingers crossedé We will send out an 

email containing further details after the 

council meeting.   The Mayor and City Manager 

understand that the extension to our lease 

is imperative to maintaining the integrity 

of the club and appear to support the exten-

sion.    If/when we are granted an extension, 

there will still be a lot of work to 

do.    The field crew has been working dili-

gently to set the field up for reverse op-

eration in hopes this will appease our 

neighbors.  

     I hope to see a large turn - out for the 

Jan meeting, showing support for these ongo-

ing efforts.   I believe now, more than ever 
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before, is the time for each club member 

to become more involved in the clubós ac-

tivities.   This is our club and the 

building of a successful new flying site 

should be shared by all.   If left up to 

the efforts of the board, the officers, 

and a few individual members, the clubôs 

future looks bleak.    I hope each of you 

will get involved today .   Attend the 

monthly club meetings; join the work par-

ties; and be an active part of the 

club.    I look forward to seeing you 

around the field.    Please feel free to 

drop me a line with questions or com-

ments.    Kerry  

WDA CLUB MEETING LOCATION  

 

WDAôs new meeting place is the 

Round Table Pizza Parlor in their back  

banquet area. 

 

421 Pioneer Ave., Unit F, 

between I-5 and 113 in Woodland  -   

behind the Starbucks Coffee shop  

 

Call Forrest Barton if you have any questions 

(530) 383-9019 
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Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers  

General Meeting  

December  14, 2009 

 

I.     Called to order @ 7:10 

       A. Minutes approved 

       B. Officers' reports 

           1. Membership - 140 

           2. Safety - another warning about bat-

tery safety - Jim had a fire while charging Li-

pos 

II.    Event reports - only one - Xmas party - 

great success - attendance was down 

III.   Old business 

      A. Flying site extension - had meeting with 

city - another meeting on Jan 10 - decision at 

Jan. 19 city council meeting 

      B. Vaca Valley has thrown open their field for us to fly - very generous and we owe them 

      C. New flying site - Con Agra is still not talking to anyone 

      D. Work parties on Tues, Thurs, and Sat. until field is reversed or we are asked to leave 

          (decommissioning). - please feel free to drop by and help 

IV.  New business 

      A. Nominations for Secretary - Rich - Paul - voting at January meeting - nominations are still open 

V.   Final business 

      A. Show N' Tell 

          1. Forrest - SU 27 glider - paint scheme - ready to fly - should look and do well 

          2. George - skyloft cover - good stuff - reasonable cost - another good building tip from George Miller 

          3. Raffle 

          4. Meeting adjourned @ 8:15 

              Respectfully submitted, 

                      Bob Tedder 

 

Altech Pilatus Turbo Porter for sale. This is 60-90 size aircraft. I have done some 

rework to scale it out a bit including scale STOL flaps. It is cover to look like the 

Air America aircraft used in Southeast Asia during the war. It flies great and with 

the flaps can land quite short. I have a Nordyne Norseman and it flies similar and 

I don't need 2 STOL aircraft. Right now it has a 6ch Airtronics Infinity computer 

radio in with dual pack and a 42% battery backer.  Had a HB 60 2 stroke for 

power.  I am selling less motor for $350.  
   

Carl Goldberg Extra 300 for sale. This is ready to go without engine. It has a 6ch 

Airtronics PCM system setup in it ready to go. I have had several engines in this 

Extra from a 60 2 stroke all the way up to a 120 2 stroke.  A 90-120 4 stroke is a 

great combination with this aircraft.   It has a brand new uncut cowl ready to mate 

up to what even power would like put in it.  It is a great mid size aerobatic air-

craft. Also has a 2nd tank and Du-Bro smoke setup if you have a engine setup for 

smoke.   I am selling less motor for $250.  

Contact Forest Barton:  

CBarton328@aol.com   (530) 662-6324 

mailto:CBarton328@aol.com
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                 Home and Shop Safety by Forrest Barton 

Batteriesé.what can I say? é We canôt live without them in this hobby, but we have all read and heard about battery 

issues.  We even talked about it in the meeting after the District 10 articles in last monthôs Model Aviation.  Well it 

has finally hit home with one of our own; Jim Adams lost his garage to a battery fire.   It really should not make a dif-

ference, but when it hits so close to home and you know what was lost, it makes you think about how you might fair.  

So I want to go over a few things that I do.  This is not to say I am doing everything perfectly and that my methods are 

ñbest practice.ò  Rather this is to get you thinking about what you are doing or maybe not doing to address battery and 

shop safety. 

 

 

Many of us have nice shops in which to work and store our aircraft and ac-

cessories.  However, these shops are loaded with things that either donôt react 

well to fire or might be good ignition sources for fires.  

Letôs start with the things that donôt like fire:  Do you have any of the follow-

ing around the shop?  Gas, nitro fuel, paints, thinners, oils, kerosene, pro-

pane?  In the case of a fire, ALL of these items would be bad to have around, 

yet many of us keep them in the shop.  You can go out and buy fire proof 

cabinets in which to store these items, but most of us canôt afford to do that.  I 

try to keep them all in one place and sealed up in 2 cabinets.   This will help 

if you have a fire that does start to break outéwith everything in one spot 

you may beat the fire to that closed cabinet.  If you have flammables spread 

all over the shop and a fire gets going it will spread a lot faster. 

 

 

 

Do you have a fire extinguisher in the shop?  Better question: Where is it?  Is it 

buried over in the corner of the shop near all those flammable liquids?  We 

should all have an extinguisher in the shop and have it in a spot near the en-

trance door.  This way if a fire does break out it will be an accessible position as 

you hit the door and you can try to contain it.  Last month I bought a new CO2 

unit and had it serviced by Fire Safe in West Sacramento.  The great thing about 

Fire Safe is they do pickup and delivery at no additional charge.  They work all 

of Sac north to the Yuba City south to Stockton up the foothills and all the way 

down to the east bay.  So if you need service I would highly recommend them.  

They picked up my 15lb CO2 unit and had it back to me the next day for under 

$30.  On standard powder units they can do some service on site out of there 

vans.   Fire Safe 530-666-4985 or 800-889-1995 

 

(Editorôs note: Is your fire extinguisher the proper rating? A, B, C  -  it should 

be rated for combustible organic materials, electrical and chemical, as ALL of 

those fuel sources generally exist in our shop) 

 

On the same note do you think about where you do your charging?  You really 

should not be charging any battery around any flammable materials.  Itôs a good 

idea to try and keep some distance between your flammable storage and where 

you store and charge your batteries.  

Any battery, if improperly used, can 

start a fire.  We all hear about the LiPo 

issues, but did you know you can do 

the same to NiCad, NiMe and LiIo?  

You need to take a bit more care in 

charging and storing LiPo.  Keep 

some sort of battery bunker around for 
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charging.  Even a simple clay pot can work as a cheap bunker.  I per-

sonally also store all my LiPo's in a fire proof document case.  These 

are pretty cheap at any hardware store.  They are normally used to 

keep fire out but in this case we are trying to contain the fire if some-

thing happens. 

 

The last big issue is knowing something is going wrong.  This is where 

I just made a change in what I do.  I always charge my LiPo and LiIo 

while present, but that is NO guarantee I will be alerted in time to stop a battery fire from spreading.  Sometimes they 

will go up after the fact or, as happened about a month ago, I cooked off a couple packs by using the wrong charger.  

One was a NiCad and the other was a NiMe.  I had them on charge and came back about 30min later with one already 

smoldering the foam it was packed in.  If I had left it on overnight who knows what might have happened?!!   

I started thinking a smoke alarm would be a good idea.  The issue is my garage is at one end of the house and my bed-

rooms are at the other.  Unless I was in that end of the house I would not hear the alarm going off in the garage.  How-

ever I found a new product from First Alert carried by OSH.  They are smoke alarms that wirelessly communicate 

with one another.  In other words, if one alarm goes off, ALL the alarms in the system go off.  My thought is I will put 

one in the garage and one in the hall outside the bedrooms at the other end of the house, and then I can hear it any-

where.  This would have worked great but like other wireless 

items they have a limited range.  So I had to go back and buy a 3rd 

unit to act as a relay.  So I now have one (ea.) in the garage, hall-

way, and my family room.  So if any of these alarms goes off it 

sends out a wireless signal and sets off the other two in the net-

work.  Now these are not cheap:  The base set of 2 was $110 and 

the 3rd add on was $59.  But when you think about what we spend 

and what we stand to loseé they become pretty cheap insurance.   

So think about what you are doing now and what you might want 

to think about doing in the future and donôt wait to act on that im-

pulse.  Otherwise you might be calling the fire dept and the insur-

ance guy instead. 

Just a few of my favorite 

ornaments from The Geertson 

family Christmas treeé  

Gee Bee R1, Laird Super So-

lution, Wright Flyer, Mono-

coupe, Beech Staggerwing 

and Spartan Executive, 

Cessna 195, Spirit of St. 

Louis and Ercoupe, and Jenny  

-  all part of the Skyôs the 

Limit collection from  

Hallmark Ornaments. 

(right) Hallmark also just re-

leased this jolly Santa FLY-

ING (of all things) A radio-

controlled AIRPLANE! 


