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Welcome to issue #3 of your District X Newsletter.  

I hope you find it interesting and enjoy it from start to 

finish. 

This issue of the newsletter finds us right at the start of 

the flying season. Some areas in our district fly all year 

long, but more flying takes place during the spring and 

early summer, mainly because of the heat.  Most of the 

pilots in our hot climates fly early in the day or late in 

ÔÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÏËȟ ÆÌÙÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÆÌÙÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÊÕÓÔ 

×ÁÎÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÔÉÃË ÔÉÍÅ ÒÉÇÈÔȩ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÕÎ-screen 

and plenty of liquids when you do go out to fly.  

As I write this part of the newsletter I just returned home from a trip into our district. I 

went to central California first, then a week in and around Las Vegas, and another week 

ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÓ !ÎÇÅÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ ÁÒÅÁȭÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÏÌÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÎÄ 

talk with members and visit flying sites I had never been to (see trip pictures inside the 

newsletter). This was done for a variety of reasons. Mainly to learn and hear directly from 

the members what is important to them, or I should say you. I had also received personal 

requests from members and clubs that wanted me to come visit them .  Because it was the 

start of the flying season, I felt there was no better time.  My plan is to go into Arizona or 

5ÔÁÈ ÎÅØÔȢ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ !60ȭÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÌÕÂÓ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÂÕÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ 

event or would like me to come to your club, drop me a line. We also have a good group of 

!60ȭÓ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÁÒÒÁÎÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȢ   

For those who would question my doing this, thinking it a grand trip of nothing but fun. I of-

fer this. Yes it was fun, I am a modeler after all, but the trip was business and it felt like it eve-

ryday as I drove my motorhome for over 2,000 long miles from place to place not knowing 

what to expect.     To those I met.       I thank you for the warm welcomes I received. 

I think most of you know I created this newsletter so we could all communicate together. 

So we could learn about the programs and benefits offered by the AMA but also so we 

could learn from each other as well.  As members of the AMA, we have two major things 

we need to do together. #1 We need to increase our membership numbers. The larger our 

organization is, the more power we have, the larger our voice with agencies like the FAA. 

We can do this by promoting our hobby within our communities, by getting kids interest-

ÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ !-!ȭÓ !ÅÒÏ ,ÁÂ ÏÒ ÂÙ ÊÕÓÔ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÆÌÙÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȟ ÌÉËÅ 4!' ÅÖÅÎÔÓȟ 

where we welcome families to our clubs and teach them about our great, healthy hobby.  



The second, and just as important, is keeping 

and finding new flying sites. All too many 

clubs are on borrowed time because the land 

they are on is prime for another use, or be-

cause housing is getting too close, or any oth-

er number of reasons. We need to find as 

many answers to the question, how do I find a 

new place to fly? or.... How do we keep our ex-

isting flying site?  

The AMA already has a lot of material we can 

use to start with and a new position at head-

quarters is being created for this exact purpose. I am sure the individual who is in charge 

of this will work up a heck of a program that will come into play soon, but I want to work 

on this myself, now, with your help, for our district and its members.  

Some clubs have gone through these issues and have learned valuable lessons., lessons we 

can use to help others. I want to start gathering this information and add it to what the 

AMA is doing with companies like Waste Management and Parks and Recreation depart-

ments, and compile it, so it can be given to new and existing clubs that need it. If your club 

has gone through something like this, I would like to hear about it. What happened, how 

×ÁÓ ÉÔ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÄ ÅÔÃȣ                  ,ÅÔÓ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÁÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÉÔȢ 

 Another thing I have learned is that clubs need to be of value to their communities, before 

the tough times come. Clubs need to be involved with groups, like schools, Boy Scouts, Cub 

Scouts, assisted living homes, Churches, wherever, so their city, county or state agencies 

and their officers will feel like helping them when they are needed.  

(ÁÖÉÎÇ ÆÌÙÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ !.$ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓȣȢȢ ÃÁÎ ÇÏ Á 

long way to help build good relationships. During these events set up a time or all day with 

Á ÂÕÄÄÙ ÂÏØ ÐÌÁÎÅ ÏÒ Ô×Ï ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÂÂÙȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÎÏÔ ÊÏÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ 

fine, but if they come out and see a good healthy activity, that kids and families are enjoy-

ing they will stick up for you as best they can, when the time comes.  

Some clubs have been around a long time and have built great relationships with their 

communities, their county, city and state agencies because of doing things like this. These 

ÃÌÕÂÓ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÌÅÇ ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÍȢ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÁÔȢ 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ ÓÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ËÎÏ×Ó ×ÈÏ ×Å ÁÒÅȢ  3ÏȣȢȢȢ 

 



I would like to ask all our clubs that have been through any of this, to please send me any 

information on these topics you have, any.  Although some information you have will not 

simply be on a written page that you can just send, I am asking for you to take the time to 

write or type it and send it to me. If you have received a letter from any organization thank-

ing the club for its work or maybe how well it works alongside wildlife etc...  please send 

those letters as well. Your efforts will help clubs keep existing or attain new, flying sites all 

across our district. Maybe even yours...again? 

 I will compile it all and we will come up with some solutions to these problems. 

/Ëȟ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÉÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÃÏÏÌȣ  9ÏÕÒ !-! %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ *ÉÍ #ÈÅÒÒÙ ÓÅÎÔ 

the Executive Council this link. 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/fb.asp?m=9525539 

It is to a web site that shows AMA clubs on Google Maps. The web site lets you find any 
!-! ÃÌÕÂÓ ɉ) ÐÒÅÓÕÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ !-! ÔÈÅÉÒ '03 ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÅÓɊȢ  !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ 
get a birds eye view of a couple fields it will surely get you close if you are traveling and 
want to find a place to fly. Take a few minutes to check it out. I liked it enough I put it in my 
favorites folder. I plan to visit a lot of clubs as your District X Vice President and I use a Gar-
ÍÉÎȣȢ×ÅÌÌ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÁÙȣȢÁ ÌÏÔȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÉÔÅÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÏÒÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ !ÎÄÒÅ×ȟ 
ÈÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȟ ͽ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌÃÈÁÔȢÃÏÍȢ      'ÏÏÄ ×ÏÒË !ÎÄÒÅ×ȣ 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/fb.asp?m=9525539


Your staff at AMA Headquarters 
 

I wanted the members to get a look at a group of folks back 

at headquarters, this isnõt all, but itõs a bunch of them. This 

is as dedicated a group as an organization could possibly 

have. I honestly wish every AMA member could take a tour 

of the facility and meet every one of these folks. It would 

transform the way you think about YOUR AMA, no matter 

how you feel now.  

I am honored to work with every one of the men and women 

pictured here.  



Windmills on my way into Nevada. 

The start of my trip into the district. 

The membership made it clear right off it 

was important I took the time out of my 

personal life to meet them face to face, to 

talk about their hobby. Although the trip 

was business I went as a pilot, after all I 

was a modeler first right? I personally 

have never thought non flyers should gov-

ŜǊƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻōōȅΣ ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ Ŧƭȅπ

ing because I want to be your Vice Presi-

dent. As a matter of fact we have some 

ƎƻƻŘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ±tΩǎΦ {ƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀǎ 

a pilot as well as your District X Vice Presi-

dent. I see no reason why we can fly to-

gether as well as do business together. 

My first stop for the night was at the High-

way 41 flyers field, to a 3D event known as 

the Central California 3D Fest. Here is a look. 



Las Vegas R/C Club President, Tom Brandt, was a gracious host, 

introducing me to several club members and event partici-

The Fabulous Las Vegas Heli Fun Fly held at the famous Bennett 

field was well attended with some 95 pilots. Doing his highly 

skilled thing was 14 year old Ben Storick to the left, he is good! 

The pilots raffle prizes, a nice bunch of gear 



We learn something new most every day, well maybe not every day but often. Before my trip 

into the district I never thought more than 1 flying club would share the same piece of prop-

erty. On this trip I found several places are set up like this and I visited a few. The first was 

the flying field shared by the Rebel Squadron and The Prop Nuts, both of Las Vegas, NV. The-

se two clubs share a very nice flying site as you can see. Housing has closed in on the field 

but club members and AVP Greg Clemensen  worked with City officials to develop a system 

ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ƳŜŜǘ ƴƻƛǎŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ![[ 

need to work WITH whatever agencies when necessary, like they did.       Great job to all! 

The field was filled mainly with aero-

batic planes, but not all. 



Meet some of..The Santa Fe Dam Modelers and me. 

Read about their 

recent AMA TAG 

event here in the 

next newsletter. 

Great job guys! 


